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In So
Many Words...

A New feature in the
Lakeside Ledger.

I'll be interviewing
some musicians and
artists from our neck
of the woods.

You'll also be able
to listen to the
interview audio mp3
files on the web at:

www.oldenterprise.org

| hope you enjoy
reading and
listening to them as
much as | enjoyed
making them.

- Ed Sullivar

www.folkfiddle.com

=#< # .= 9%& ##9

| caught up with Joe Waller at his home on Bradd®okd in Enterprise. He was out in
the garage working on some classic English cafs satne friends. Joe fronts a “Fiddle-
Folk-Grass” band called Jackson Creek, a stapileeolocal festival scene.

ES: How did Jackson Creek get its name?

JW: Actually, we started as a bluegrass band, frgleght years ago. We needed a
name, and | wanted to name it after a mountaireikkim Oregon and really liked called
Yamsay Mountain. The band at the time didn’t ke name, but they compromised on
Jackson Creek, which was the name of the creelcimaé down off Yamsay Mountain
and flowed down through southern Oregon into thenkdth River basin and on into
California and out to the sea. So actually Jackaaek is an Oregon River —
Southwestern Oregon.

ES: There are three members of Jackson Creek?

JW: Yeah, there’s three of us in the band now, myseliay the guitar and do most of t
vocals. Katie - My Wife, Katie Waller, plays thddle and is starting to sing some good
backup harmonies with us now, and Sandy Meloonsplag bass and harmonica, does
vocals, does some of the leads. She writes hersonwgs too.

ES: How long have you been playing together?

JW: Well, Let’s see — Sandy and I've been playmggther since '99. Katie and | have
been together for probably the last five years now.

ES: You said you started as a bluegrass band. wimvid you describe your style of
music currently?

JW: We call it... Fiddle-Folk-Grass, that’s the tenma use. | was having an identity
crisis because we’d go play with the bluegrass jgeapd they called us the folkies, then
we’d go play with the folk groups and they'd cadl tine bluegrassers. And then we got
into the old time music when | met Katie, and tlsiggt real confused. So we just call it
fiddle-folk-grass. It's kind of a blending of fitltunes and bluegrass tunes, folk tunes
that | still like from my younger days, cowboy tengospel tunes, and tunes Sandy and |
have written. We just kind of play a mixture — play English country music, we play
barn dances, a lot of waltzes. Kind of a wide etgrdf stuff now.

ES: How did you start playing and writing music?

JW: | used to play music years ago. | learnedag m college, and | used to play with
one of the professors, from West Virginia. We’datnevery day in the school library and
play songs, and it got to be a contest to see wtmrade in with a new song every day,
learned a lot of songs that year. | played farstaf years, in Oregon and Washington.
Moving here in '84, | kind of got away from it, adtually got back into it about '97,
'98. | found the bluegrass jam down in the parkotgof the regional shopping center
South of Deland. I'd gone out for a car show aé&guand heard the music coming
across, went over and listened and got really ed@gain, and picked up the guitar and
kind of re-learned at that point.

ES: Do you have a day job?

JW: I used to. | retired from Volusia County abbwmb and a half years ago. | worked as
a forester for the county in environmental servicesow work part time with them,

about two days a week, just doing part time reviamd some inspections. Katie teact
She’s the one that keeps us in bread and butiee, ahd well.



ES: What do you like best about Florida, or VoluS@unty — besides the tornados?

JW:Tornados | don't care for, hurricanes | don’t cme but the winter weather gener

is delightful, | mean, | can remember the firstrydawn here. | left Oregon and
Washington, particularly Washington. | found | wesy weathedependent. Out there
was rainy for three or four months at a clattenuXnow the last year we lived in
Washington we had a hundred and sixty inches ofaathe house, and | get depressed. |
don'’t like it. 1like sun, I like the weather her&ometimes in the summer | kind of think
well, you know, It's gettin’ a little warm.... | ddrknow if | want to get that hot, but I'd
rather be warm than cold. So | think the weathehat we like, | like the climate here. |
get a little concerned sometimes about the demsigvelopment. | sometimes feel like
our development is not the most responsible imtbid, from a political standpoint. It
bothers me and so we’ve talked about looking atgdand say, where would we go if we
just get to the point where we can’t handle thesdgf

ES: I think that maybe recently things — This ireeent phenomenon and maybe people
are starting to wake up and change the way theyabduture development.

JW:1 hope so because, what brings people here istgudliife, and what’'s going to ket
people from coming here is going to be the losthaf quality of life. | already know a |
It's sO nice to of people, or have talked to a lot of people wilaoking at getting out. They just don’t
have someone want to be here anymore. | frankly don’t want &ib that same boat, but | see in
that you really coming, unfortunately.

enjoy playing ES: I'm hoping there’s still time. And this littkerea here on Braddock road is....

with. Her fiddle JW: It's interestng, because we love this house, we love wherewgebut you can't sta
is just absolutely here all the time. You'ye got to get out. If yoould just stay here and_just say “this is
superb and one where I'm at”, | mean, it's a delightful place. Wk&two miles from the interstate, \e a
: quarter mile from Publix, but it's quiet. It's &p area. It's almost like a little haven in
of the things | here.
\?vrgﬁgé: \F/)vli?glrr:gr ES: Getting back to the music, can you remembefirsitime you performed in public?
and watching her JW: Yeah, actually | can tell you where it was giRiafter we formed this group, we
, actually formed this group around three guys whgdaarmony. We loved to sing
face_ as she’s harmony together and we had gotten together ankeador two or three months, |
playing. It's alot guess. We put together a band and, frankly itgedsg to be a fun one. But one of the
of fun” guys died. Died in his sleep one night of a hatigick — about two weeks before we did
our first job, and actually it was for the counfyMmlusia, for the Saint John’s River
cleanup. That'’s the first time we ever did a pupkerformance as a group, right down
here at the park — Lake Monroe Park. | remembaguite well, partly because of the
trauma leading up to it. We never quite recovédreunh that.

ES: Well | hope the music has brought you joy dheryears.

JW: We've had a really good time and particulamgce Katie and | got together. It's so
nice to have someone that you really enjoy playity. Her fiddle is just absolutely
superb and one of the things | enjoy is playingtzes with her and watching her face as
she’s playing. It's a lot of fun.

ES: We all enjoy watching you too. Thank you faking the time to talk to us, and |
hope we see you at the festival.

JW: I'm looking forward to it. We always enjoy tifastival. It's a lot of fun.



Rog Lee is a self described
Singer, Songwriter and "Musical
Mercenary”. | had the pleasure
of his company on my back porch
last week....

ES: You sing a lot about Florid
and about this area, but you're
originally from here, are you?

RL: No I'm not. | was raised up i
Lansing, Michigan, and staye
there 'til 1 was 23. | came dow
here in 1978. And boy it's been
lot oj changes just since then.

mean, It's amazing. It was like
wilderness, you know, when yo
came down here.

ES: Did you play music up thern
too?

RL:Yeah, | did. | started playing
guitar when | was nine years ol
Doing old Beatles and Monkesg
songs and stuff like that, an
instrumentals. When | was a la
teenager, like 18-20, | got turned ¢
to folk music and acoustic guita
and that's pretty much what I'
been sticking with ever since.

ES: So do you consider your mus
Folk Music? | mean I've listened f
it and if | was in a music store I
have a hard time deciding where
put it.

RL: | know, it's kind of tough tg
categorize. It might slide int
country, anyplace | think thg
maybe Jimmy Buffet would fit.
think of it as like John Prine musig
When | went to buy records, | wg
looking in the folk department, bu
| guess "contemporary folk" you'
call it, but some of it could slidg
into country.

ES: When | think about songs, liK
protest songs | guess, | think abg
Woody Guthrie.

RL: Well yeah, sure. Yeah.

T
e

ES: What kin of musicians di

you listen to when you wer
younger?

RL: When | started out what turneg

me on to music was the Beatles,
doubt about it. From then
progressed through
invasion groups that came over a

» ES: Where are you playing in the
near future?

gRL: | do Mr. G's in Deltong
h&pPproximately once a month - I
| there February 17th, and | have the

the Brittigh©ld Enterprise Festival April 28th.

W have the Riverfest at Gemini

through the Rolling Stones, thafsSPrings, that's March 3rd. And of

when | got turned on to stuff tha

\tcourse, Barberville, that's the 14th

was happening before | was born?‘nd 15th. And | believe it's the 7th

The Blues, and all that stuff.
spent a lot of time playing electri

Blues, up in Lansing. that was m
got turned on tg

thing until |
acoustic guitar 1 was a scream
Blues guy. I love that stuff.

ES: | guess it's hard around here
get the word out.
radio. There's country stations a
there's rock stations, but the kind
music that has a certain kind
message, it's hard to find.

RL: Oh, that's for sure.
know they got a play list.

it's like a local show, that the
feature local

virtually no chance of radio airplay

ES: Yeah, and even the colleqéE i
stations are starting to go by theVas in the middle ages.

wayside.

RL: I think the only one we have -
really true college station in thi

area is WPRK at Rollins Collegg. ES: Well, everything that we knoy

UCF, | love the station, but it's very
You know, Jazz, an

formatted.

they have specific shows, b

there's no local show there. PRK]is
about the only outlet right now

And it's weak. You can't pick it u
out here, for instance.

| mean on th

It's hard 1 _ )
get on any radio station anymorgWas fun - it was different.

It's all so conglomerated, and you o
UnlegsES: So a commissioned song?

music, you've got

| of April, DeBary is going to have
c fundraiser for tornado victims, I
ybe playing at that.

nES:What new songs have you been
working on?

1L Well St. John's Lullaby, mog
cof the verses deal with the histof
hPf Enterprise. That's kind of a ne
othing for me to kind of construct
hfsong to order. Usually they jus
come, and | write 'em but this ong -
some one asked me to write
oSomething about Thornby. So |it

—

U<

—+

yRL: Well, yeah - without pay of

| course.

S: That's the way a lot of mus

RL: Oh yeah, all kinds of art had
qpatrons.

[
<

now. The music with words, w
gkind of lost, or it survived just
jithrough oral tradition.

117

RL: Simple Intense

L lyrics, yeah.

melodies,
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I The DeBary Art Youll be working
\Eﬁnstzle\r/saz‘alre needed League and Stacey with a great bunch of

. Hessler will be people and helping a
)$)88)&8 " 7# | 748" in all areas to help set  ,oviging lots of At wonderful cause: The
) 1 A7 04 gg\’lvgper;tle a‘;d tiLeeak and Music based Enterprise Heritage
' ’ activities, Kevin Finn  Center.
"9 &%. 19)&8 ! wonderful games and  5q jark Matzinger

events that we have ,re pyiiding old-time Please call  Cindy

#.8 & &#( (# planned.

carnival games, and Sullivan at
Coe Chamberlain will  (386) 575-0694

)&5# % . 61 As always, many of 1o Thoiding  old
our activities Wil f55higned games You'll be
focus on children. jqciuding a cake walk.  glad you did.
$ ) #)HS
# 489, !
Sandy comes HO)&8H") . $ #S 8#$' .16
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#HH. " # & )& 1%)&8 ' &# $ &% (#9145
Congratulations to 22 #$ &% 6) ")$$'#" &,
HH&' |, #) #% &% H&NS  +H# " %ttl
Sandra Walters for 6&" #@2#$; 0 e ’ ;8 ;0)/?&)#%9)
coming up with the $)&##8 )I%#"
winning name for this ", 1$'"#$1
newsletter, hereafter
to be known as the
00,
Enterprise ( &$ $ HHYoH %
Lakeside Ledger. $,1", 986 '# #8)%HS$ () )()&8 )& &)yr's 1 #

SPECIAL!

On Festival Day
Only, engraved

pavers will be buy
one get one free.
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ENTERPRISE: Back in the Day

So many people are
fascinated and intrigued

by the history of
our wonderful

community of
Enterprise. In this issue
we're startinga new

feature that looks at life
in early Enterprise. Is
there something you
would like to read
about, or do you have a
guestion about what life
was like here many
years ago? If so, send
it to

Enterprise Preservation
Society

P O Box 4015
Enterprise, FL 32725

4 4

One-half of the cost of
buying the historic
Thornby property for
public use has been
committed by Volusia
Forever program.

The other half remains
questionable, and
depends on whether the
city of Deltona will step
up to the plate with
funding.
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PARTYING AT THE
BROCK HOUSE

If you werea party
guest at the luxurious

Brock House Hotel in the
winter  of 1885, you'd
have admired decorations
made of holly, Spanish
moss, clusters of sour
oranges and a U.S. flag.

Card games,
refreshments, and
dancing made upthe

evening. Whist and

euchre (both somewhat
similar to bridge) were
popular games. The
ladies with winning
hands took home a work
(sewing) bag and a pin
tray, and the

You can virtually visit this
unique and wonderful
place by going to
www.savethornby.com.
Thanks to Deltona
resident Mike Fleming
for creating such a
powerful website!

Sandy Walters

winning gentlemen receive
d reproductions of art
works.

At the end of the evening,
a Virginia Reel "in which
all joined" was a big hit.
Think Hollywood square
dance scenes and you
can picture the fun.

In Feb. 1885, guests
staying at the Brock
House included

travelers from: Providence
and Pawtucket RI; Boston;
Pittsburgh; New  York
City; Orlando; and
Philadelphia, among other
places.

--Sandy Walters
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About EPS...

The Enterprise Preservation Society is a 501 (ch¢®-profit organization
dedicated to preserving the wildlife, history, durature and small-town
atmosphere of this beautiful and historic corneYolusia County. We

believe that working together, the people of tlwsmunity can achieve

great things.




